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TALKING MASKS PREMIERE – 2

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Toronto, October 19, 2009

Media contact: Linda Litwack Publicity, 416-782-7837, lalitwack@rogers.com 
TALKING MASKS

November 13 - 28, 2009 in Toronto

World Premiere Reinvents Greek Myth of Oedipus 

and Biblical/Koranic Tales of Isaac & Ishmael

One Little Goat Theatre Company presents the world premiere of Talking Masks – a new play that combines the Oedipus of Ancient Greece with the Biblical and Koranic tales of Isaac and Ishmael to deliver a powerful meditation on the nature of blessings and curses. The play is written and directed by One Little Goat’s Artistic Director, Adam Seelig. 

Talking Masks opens Friday, November 13 and runs to November 28, Tuesdays to Saturdays at 8 p.m. at Toronto’s Walmer Centre Theatre, 188 Lowther Avenue (one block northwest of Bloor and Spadina).  Tickets are $20; $12 for students, seniors and artists; and $23/$15 in the final week; Tuesdays PWYC.  For information and tickets, call 416-915-0201 or visit www.OneLittleGoat.org. 

SPECIAL OFFER: Early tickets will include a free copy of the published play, while supplies last. Published in 2009 by BookThug, Talking Masks has already been praised for using "bawdy humour to take on the idea of character" ("((((!" – B.J. Davis, EYE). 

Directed by Adam Seelig, the four-person cast features Richard Harte (Boys in the Photograph), Jane Miller (Lake Nora Arms), Andrew Moodie (Chalmers Award winner) and Cathy Murphy (bedbound). Sets and costumes are by Jackie Chau (Dora Award nominee for One Little Goat’s Antigone:Insurgency). Sound is by Christopher Stanton (four-time Dora nominee), lighting by Laird MacDonald (Dora nominee) and projections by Jason Brown. 

One Little Goat continues to advance innovative, poetic theatre with Adam Seelig’s third play, building on a series of successful premieres including Jon Fosse’s Someone is Going to Come in 2009 (“impeccable timing” –J. Kelly Nestruck, Globe & Mail; “superb acting” –Christopher Hoile, EYE), Seelig’s Antigone:Insurgency in 2007 (“riveting theatre” –Jon Kaplan, NOW) and Thomas Bernhard’s Ritter, Dene, Voss in 2006 (“theatre with substance!” –Paula Citron, 96.3). 

Talking Masks (Oedipussy) involves a son, two mothers and an absent father who, in exploring the intertwined fates of their family, fuse two of the world’s most enduring myths: the tragedy of Oedipus, and the harrowing tale of half-brothers Isaac and Ishmael. What unfolds is a wild progression of rapid-fire interactions that expose as much as they mask about the “charactors”.

“Charactors” combine the actors' offstage nature with their onstage persona, further contributing to One Little Goat’s distinctive performance style. Talking Masks also features “plugged-in” performances, with all four cast members on microphones. Their dialogue sometimes overlaps (as in the later plays of Beckett) while at other times relates directly to the audience (as in the theatre of Brecht), joining two radically different dramatic traditions. All of these factors give the play the energy and immediacy of a live concert experience.

Oedipus Rex by Sophocles has inspired artists and audiences for over two millennia. In a vain attempt to escape a disturbing prophecy, Oedipus inadvertently fulfills it by killing his father and marrying his mother.  As recorded in the Torah and Koran, Abraham (forefather of monotheism) has two sons, Isaac and Ishmael, born to two different mothers. Like Oedipus, they are either bound or abandoned as children. Talking Masks is a wild and playful exploration of these ancient texts. For those who do not know the original myths, Seelig’s approach will provide a stimulating introduction; those who do will see them cast in radically new light.

Adam Seelig is a poet, playwright, stage director, and the founder of One Little Goat Theatre Company. Born and raised in Vancouver, Seelig has also lived in Northern California, New York and Jerusalem. He is the recipient of a Commonwealth Fellowship for his work on Samuel Beckett’s manuscripts. In addition to Talking Masks (BookThug Press), Seelig's plays include Antigone:Insurgency (Toronto 2007) and All Is Almost Still (New York 2004). His writings have appeared in World Literature Today, Modern Drama and Poetry. His next book, Every Day in the Morning (slow), will be released by New Star Books in the spring of 2010.
One Little Goat, North America’s only company devoted to contemporary poetic theatre, “has done Canadians a huge service” (Crew, Toronto Star) through its highly interpretive, provocative approach to international plays. In March 2009, the company presented the English Canadian premiere of Someone is Going to Come by Norway’s Jon Fosse in a new Canadian translation. Its production of Seelig’s Antigone: Insurgency was a top theatre production of 2007 in NOW Magazine. One Little Goat’s 2006 English-language world premiere of Ritter, Dene, Voss by Thomas Bernhard in Toronto was hailed by the Canadian Theatre Review as “flawless,” and the subsequent 2007 US premiere in Chicago was Newcity Chicago’s #1 production. From 2002 on, the company has presented the English premieres of radio plays by Israel’s eminent modern poet, Yehuda Amichai, in New York, Philadelphia, Chicago and Toronto. 

One Little Goat has been invited to open La MaMa’s 49th season in New York with its production of Ritter, Dene, Voss (fall 2010, NY premiere). Please visit www.OneLittleGoat.org. 
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The Media is Invited: Fri & Sat, November 13 & 14, 8 p.m.

For media reservations, interviews and further information, contact: 

Linda Litwack, 416-782-7837, lalitwack@rogers.com, www.OneLittleGoat.org 

Main Pronunciations:  Seelig – SEE-lig;  Chau – Chow 
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